Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 FREETO 00419 161718 Z 
44- R 

ACTION AF-18 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 EB-11 IGA-02 INR-09 RSR-01 RSC-01 /043 W 

074434 

R 161635 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY F RE ETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8030 

UNCLAS FREETOWN 0419 

E. O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EAID, SL, US 

SUBJECT: FY 1 973 PL-480 - TITLE I 

REF ( A) FREETOWN 374 ( B) FREETOWN 0383 JUNE 8, 1972 

1. I WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING BY COB MARCH 19 AT 
LATEST DATA ON GOSL DEBT REQUESTED REF ( A). THE MINISTER 
OF DEVELOPMENT IS PRESSING FINANCE TO PAY THE DEBT BUT 
OBVIOUSLY NEEDS AN EXACT FIGURE. HE HAS REQUESTED SAME 
FROM EMBASSY TWICE SINCE REF ( A) SENT. SITUATION 
PECULIAR AT BEST WHEN EMBASSY CAN NOT ASSIST MINDEV IN 
ITS EFFORTS TO HAVE GOSL PAY ITS DEBT TO USG. 

2. SPURT OF ACTIVITY BY MINDEV TO CLEAR DEBT STEMS FROM 
ITS EAGERNESS TO CONCLUDE FY-73 PL-480 AGREEMENT COVER- 
ING COMMODITIES REQUESTED REF ( B). IT IS COUNTING ON 
FUNDS THEREBY GENERATED TO HELP FINANCE SEVERAL KEY 
PROJECTS SUCH AS NJALA CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
AND CARE FEEDER ROAD CONSTRUCTION SCHEME. THESE PRO- 
JECTS ARE INTEGRAL PART OF GOSL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND 
ARE TOTALLY CONSISTENT WITH USG OBJECTIVE STATED IN 1972 
PARA TO " CONTRIBUTE TO SIERRA LEONE' S DEVELOPMENT 
PARTICULARLY IN AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT." 

PL-480 IS MOST IMPORTANT RESOURCE WE HAVE FOR MEETING 
THIS OBJECTIVE AND I THEREFORE URGE WASHINGTON APPROVAL 
FOR GOSL FY-73 PL-480 REQUEST WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY. 

OLSON 
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